Attempts to account for the phonetic variability found in ‘real’ talk have most often been concerned with establishing the connected speech processes through which variable forms are derived. The variability found is usually attributed to articulatory consequences of the style or the rate of the speech. However, the interactional/discourse function of language can also be shown to account for some of the variability in talk.

In this paper I analyse the phonetic details of and and but in spontaneous speech. I show how some of their variable phonetics can be associated with the particular interactional/discourse functions with which they are involved. I demonstrate that when particular tokens of and and but are combined with uh(m), i.e. and-uh(m) and but-uh(m), and are used to indicate that a speaker is returning to a previously mentioned topic, the phonetic variability is to a great extent systematic. The typical phonetic details of and in and-uhm include:

· Initial creak/glottal stop

· A full open front vowel

· No syllabic nasal

· An alveolar nasal

· An orally released (affricated) alveolar plosive in the word junction with uh(m)
· Placement at around half-way up the speaker’s pitch range

· An ‘equal’ ‘two-beat’ rhythm with uh(m)
These systematic properties can be compared with turn-initial and tokens which do not occur before uh(m) (e.g. and apart). Unlike and-uh(m), these and tokens exhibit variable phonetic shapes. For example, they can have:

· A syllabic nasal/a mid vowel/ an open front vowel

· Optional nasal consonants with variable places of articulation in the coda e.g. bilabial, dental, alveolar and velar

· Variable pitch 

· An ‘upbeat’ rhythm in relation to the following talk

The word-junction in but-uh(m) and in sequences of other words with final /-t/ followed by uh(m) is also tightly constrained, generally being realised with an orally released (affricated) alveolar plosive. In contrast, when but and /-t/ are followed by other words beginning with a stressed vowel (e.g. but actually), there is far greater variability in phonetic shape. For instance, alveolar taps and glottal stops often occur at these junctions. Similarly, non-initial and followed by other stressed vowels (e.g. and Angela) exhibits different behaviour from and-uh(m).

